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of their salaries for tbe current year,
hows op at follows :

'o. of BnlarleS
Courts. Judges. KTh. Total.

Burreme 3 3.J f J7.5J0
haueerjr Appeals 3 3,M 10.000

Criminal S 2.V U.:M
Cnancflrjr 13 J.SuO 32.W0
Circuit in 2.500 &0.0M

JOHN RANOGUE. Pmldiak
P. PI0GE0N, Secretary.
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VIEWS OP CONORES3MEN'.

rtie Ilope or the Mat Lias la Nw Con-

stitution.
Washington, Jan. 18, ISO'. (Special.)
Too much weight can hardly to given

to what Senator ISate has to say. He Is
tbe only member of tbe delegation who
has been governor sinivi tbe adoption of

LANGSTAFF
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91 ESI PUIS, TENN.

Hardware, Tinware,

Stoves,

Jgricullcral Implements.
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ICOHTIVUCO rBUM TII1UD PAOB.

It there u k substantial equivalency
at requirement for local governmental
mUan. Now there is no such equiTa-teac- y

and differentiation has become an
&t3lutely esKBDtial government prln-tii- e.

That a city like MpmpM or Nash-
ville, cr thoso of like Importance, should
b wbjocted to an antiquated contriv

nee like our county courts la monstrous
bn wo come to think of it, and the

Cies onijjlitcome when revolution would
be just remedy, if thoro were no other
i be rid of such a burlesque upon

agencies. It might be hotter to
tse a "free city." Every dollar paid by

citizen of Memphis to county taxation
fc an extortion and tribute to an ex-

chequer controlled by other people than
tie urban population. If wo Bhould co-
ntribute to tho buildlnjof adjacont roads
ant into the country let the proper pr-
onation be fixed and paid by appropriate
fw. The county should not contributo

o our criminal costs or like expenses,
uot we 'to theirs; we should have city
pfiaons, they county prisons; we city
(fcourts, they county courta; and so on to
tho end. Or at least we should have the
power at Nashville to regulate by law
tvll those details according to our condi-

tions, and there should bo no
constitutional hindrances in all the vast
&4ttiaia of local administration to each
iocility, according to its wants.

We want a constitutional convention
tacoaash tho shackles of co-
nstitutional restrictions upon the

of the people in their recurring
General Assemblies more than we want
It ior any other purpose. We want to
pet wa'y from tbe fads of conceited
wen who think they can govern by
"tsMistltutlonal law" better than the
coming poople can govern by "statute
law." Our constitutions have become
feujje statutes that are inconvenient,
cuaibrous, oppressive and often little
lets than ludicrous In their operation
because "the wisdom of our fathers"
baa become demonstrated ignorance to
the wiser sons who know of things the

43 $U3,00J

Tbus tbo salariosof the regular judges
and chancellors aggregate 173,003 per
annum, and each succeeding legislature
sooms disposed to add to tbe number of
Judges. The General Assembly of 1S95

created five now judges, throo for tbe
Court of Chancery Appeals, ono for the
now Criminal Court for the Eleventh
Judicial Circuit and one for the Second
Circuit Court of Davidson county.

The fact that there should be a re-

form of our judicial system and a reduc-

tion of the number of judges most
clearly appears from a comparison with
tho adjoining Sutos of Georgia and
North Carolina, both of which have
adopted tbe reformed procedure and
abolished the distinction between courts
of law and equity.

G.orfin.
In Georgia tbe regular judicial salary

list shows up us follows:
Moot Salaries

Courts. Juil;ei. Each. Total.
Supreme 3 tJ.iM) i B.ooo

Superior 23 2,000 . tti.oiw

2(1

The Supnrior Courts of Georgia prac-
tically combine the jurisdiction which
Is divided between tho Circuit and
Chancery Courts in Tonnessoe.

North Curollna.
There are no separate courts of equity

in North Carolina, and as a result the
salary list is as follows :

No. of Halarlei
Courts. Judges. Each. Total,

Supreme 5 J 13,750

District 12 2,750 33.000

17 J16.750

Recapitulations.
The population of the three States of

Tennessee, Georgia and North Carolina
is practically the same in number, char-
acter and situation, and there is no rea-

son why there should be more litigation
In Tennesseo than In the other two.
Tbe comparative population (federal
census of 1830) and aggregate annually
paid to the judges in each of tho three
States will more clearly appear front
tbe following :

No. of Salary
State. Population, Judges. Aggregate
orth Carolina. 1,017,947 17 4B,750

Georgia i 1.X37.353 23 55,000
Tennessee 1,767,518 46 123,000

Georgia, with a larger population and
more wealth than lennessee, pays
508,000 a year loss in the way of judicial
alaries, while North Carolina, with a

little less population, pays less
Yea, if our figures and information are
correct, tbe unfortunate taxpayers of
Tennessee, under tbe separate law and
quity system, aro forced every year to

pay judicial salaries exceeding the com'
binod amounts paid for the same pur
pose by tho people of both the States of
Georgia and North Carolina, by the neat
sum of 321,250, an amount nearly equal
the alleged expense of tbe constitutional
convention of 1870.

A constitutional change abolishing
the separate courts of law and equity
would not only save about SGO.OOO per
annum in judicial salaries under proper
legislation, but it would relieve tho
people from the burden of supporting
one extra clerk in each of the ninety- -

ix counties, as there would be no need
for both a clerk aud master and Circuit
Court clerk, for the court which would
combine tho jurisdiction now separately
exercised by the Circuit and Chancery
Courts.

In fact the clerk of the Superior Court
in each county in Georgia, being io

register of deeds, performs and
combines in himself, under the re
formed procedure, the functions of throe'
of the most expensive and important
county otlices in Tennesseo, viz: chan-
cery clerk, circuit clerk and county reg
ister.

There is a di (Terence of opinion as to
whether tbe new court of Chancery
Appeals, which has fastened an addi
tional burden of 310,500 per annum on
the shoulders of the taxpayers, is a
necessity, even under the present re-

gime, and certainly it would not bo
necessary under a new constitution
which would fix tho sittings of the Su-

preme Court at one place, and allow tbo
establishment of a modern, improved
and simplified system of courts and
court procedure. It seeuis to bo the
general opinion of our bust informed
lawyers:

1. That the Supreme Court should sit
at the capital only.

2. That the county court, which is
enormously expensive and cumbersome,
and which is fixed ia the constitution,
should beabolishod.

3. That separate courts of law and
chancery should be blended into one,

None of these things can be done
without a new or amended constitution.
and they aro all of great and increasing
importance. With a judicial salary list
amounting to yearly, which is
being biennially increased by nearly
every legislature, and which is more
than double the amount pail for the
same purpose by our adjacent state o

greater wealth and population, it is cer
tainly high titne to take steps in the di
rection of constitutional and radical re
form in our judicial system

If the government of Tennessee is t
be hereafter administered In the inter-
est of tbe people who pay the taxes and
bear the burdens of government, then
new constitution is greatly needed. If,
on tbe other hand, the stats govern
tnent is to be continued for the sj'.e and
peculiar beneSt of those who consum
the tax- - s and thrive and fatten at th
public cr.b, then indeed may the sit ia
t.on unJer tbe existing slate charter,
te co-.:i- J highly and completely
saurctjrj. Juux II Cam l.i. ix.
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the present constitution and, constantly
conscientious as ho has always been, bis
study and experiooco as chief executive
during two terms have Impressed deeply
upon him the defects of the present fun
damental law. When soon by mo Sona- -

tor Hate said in response to my request
for an expression. -

The Mereulty Great.
"That there is necessity for changes

In the constitution of Tennessee there
can be no question. The present one was
adopted when we were just from under
military rule, with its influence yetupon
us, and it fell short in many instances
of what our constitution should be. As
to the time when a now constitution
should be presented and voted upon is a
matter of which tbe representatives in
tbo legislature, fresh from, the peoplo,
are tbe better judges, but in answer to
your categorical question I say I am in
favor of a new constitution 'in Tonnes
soe.

Senator Harris spoke as follows:
"Without going into details of dis

cussion, I will say generally thatl lavor
the calling of a convention looking to
the correction of certain defects in the
State constitution which prevont the
present instrument from responding
most wisely to present conditions."

Hero is what Hon. W. C. Anderson
(Rop.) of the First'district wrote:.

"To give one's reason for favoring a
constitutional convention would require
much time and space, so I will abbre-
viate by saying I favor it for many rea-
sons. I recognize in this question only
the general welfare of the State, and do
not look upon it from a partisan or poli-
tical standpoint." I

Whea Congressman Patterson, of the
Tenth, was approached, be dictatod the
following:.

"I have for some years past favored a
constitutional convention. Thepresont
constitution is practically as old as the
Stato. In view of tbe geography of tbe
State, there was some reason for hold-
ing the supreme court in each grand
division of tho Stato, but now, with ex-

isting means of transportation,-tb- su-

preme court ought to bold its sossions
at tho capital and the. attorney-gener-

ought to reside at tbe capital, as the law
oilicer ot the state government, n urther
more, I believe the constitution ought
to be so amended as to give more en
couragement to the development of the
State. It is absurd to tax both the cap
ital stock and property of manufactur
ing companies. Requirements Buch as
this drive capital und euterpriso from
the State. There are many other rea-
sons for a constitutional convention
which might be suggested bad I more
time." .

Hon. James D. Richardson gave me
the following:

"I have read the dispatch of Col. Cor,
expressing himself upon tbe wisdom of
making some changes In the. Tennessee
constitution, and will say that I concur
in what be has Md."

Here is an expression from Congress-
man Cox of the Seventh:

"I think our State constitntlon Is
very defective and it should be cor-

rected. It was adopted in what was
practically war times, and does not re-

spond to present conditions. I think it
very seriously defective.

lion. J. U McUearmon naiuloa me
this:

I am in favor of a constitutional con
vention in Tennessee. The constitution
of 1ST0 was adopted only a fow years
after tho close of tho late war between
the States, and under circumstances and
conditions not propitious for that
thoughful deliberation and considera-
tion necessary for tho construction of
the constitution of a great State like
Tennessee. But tho convention was
composed of many of the ablest and
most patriotic men ot the Mate, ana
their handiwork will bo an enduring
monument to their exalted intelligence
and broad statesmanship. The consti
tution has roost admirably served Its
day and generation, but sinco its ratifi
cation marvelous progress has Deen
made In every department of oiviliza- -

tion; wonderful inventions have wrougtit
great changes in the arts and sciences
and in habits and customs of our peoplo.
Our population has been greatly in-

creased and our aggregate wealth im
mensely augmentod since 1S70, and my
judgment is that the time has arrived
when that ancient but honorable docu-
ment should be revised and changed so
as to conform to the new era which has
dawned upon our country since it was
adopted.

"I also think that the present is an
auspicious time for the solection of del-
egates to a convention and for the con-

sideration of a new constitution. We
have just passed through an unusually
exciting political campaign, and the
minds' of the people are comparatively
free from rancorous partisan prejudices.
The

.
relgn.of political demagogues has,

Jat'ieast ior a time, passeu away, jui.fi-lfgoo-

anil" true worth are largely in
the ascendant as tbe controlling influ-
ence in political parties, and I believe
that if a constitutional convention is
provided for its membership will em-

brace our most intelligent and patriotio
men, and that they will submit a con-

stitution for ratification of the people
which will represent the best thought
of tbe age and will be acceptable to all
progressive and patriotic citixens, re-

gardless of party afiillations or political
opinion."

IIon.'E. W. Carraack, now congress-
man from the Tenth District, under
date of April 13, says:

State constitutions are intended pri-
marily to restrict tbe law-maki- power,
and to that extent they limit the right
of Such roitrletions
should be from and of a broad, perma-
nent and fundamental character. The
chief cause of complaint against our
present constitution is that it forbids
the peoplo to make many laws acces-
sary to iheir welfare. Those favoring
a new constitution do not seek to em-

body therein any particular system, but
only to remove certain existing restric-
tions and thereby give the people larger
liberty of legislation if tbey choose to
exerciso it. The new const: tutiou will
impose no new laws on the people; it
will Bimplv elve thera morn power tc
D'aicelaw. It will extend the right ol
st I believe many of the
restrictions of the present constitution
are out of harmony, w ith tbe in J
anl commercial Conditions of the t mo.

Ti.ercfit! I favor a new cor.ititu'.ioa
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fathers never knew, as well as in the
science of government as in other

bioS. An Irrepealable bill of rights
Is about all we actually need in tbe way
of a constitution and to that furnished
us by our ancestors wo have added
carcely anything of value.
Connecticut got along for nearly fifty

jears after the Declaration of Independ-
ence without any constitution other
than Lwt charter from King Charles IL,
and a bill of rights expressed in loss'
Chan two hundred words.

If we revorse the idea of devising new-'fangl- ei

constitutional restrictions and
set about lopping oil most that modern
cranks bavo imposed upon us there
uiight be some improvement in our
legislative activities. Responsibility
to a now existing or then present public
opinion is all we can get last out of
government, and the best we need to,
.get. .Mistakes can be corrected and
wise laws be perpetuated only by that

ablic opinion. Lot us have a consti-
tutional convention to rid ourselves of
too much constitution, and if we keep
the cranks and reformers who have no
confidence in popular government out of
ithe convention we need not fear the re-cu- lt.

If we start with an understanding
that wo are to have as littlo constitution
and as much freedom of action for the
poople as possible, the fear that "the
convention will do some fool thing" will
be reduced to thy minimum. As it is
now, tho "ship of stato" called "Tonnns-ae- "

cuts the most pitUble figure of the
whole fleet that Coats upon the seas of
constitutional navigation. We ought
to put her into the dry docks to clean
the foul bottom, if nothing else.

E S. Hammond.
March 3, 1S07.

TKXNKSSEK'S JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

Comparisons With Statra That Have
. .Adopted the lieforiuod Procedure.

In compliance with a request from
Tbe News for a brief article on the
question as to whether or not the judi
cial system of Tennessee should be re
formed, and if so, whether such roform
can be accomplished without a change
of the State constitution, I would say:

Section 1 of Article 0 of the present
constitution provides that tho "judicial
cower of this Stato shall be vested in
one superior court, aud in such circuit,
chancery and other interior courts as
the legislature shall, from time to time,
ordain and establish," oto.

Sootion 2 of tbe same article provides
that the Supremo Court shall consist of
five judges, and that "said court shall
lie bold at Knoxville, Nashville and
Jackson." Section 3 prescribes the
manner of electing "judges of the Su

jjreme Court," and section 4 tho marine
of electing "tbe judges of the Circui
and Chancery Courts," etc.

These sections, according to the hold
lng of tho Supreme Court (3 Le31'J)

xact the preservation of tho sysiein of
Circuit and Chancery Courts and preven
that wise and economical adoption o

the reformed procodure and blending o

tbe courts of law and equity which has
taken place in thirty-eigh- t States of th
Union.

Naw York adopted the reformed code

of civil procedure and abolished the sep
arate courts of law and equity in 143,
and since that time every State in th
Union seems to hate followed suit ex
cept tho States of Alabama, Mississippi
New Jersey, Tennessee and Vermont,
and some of these may bava lately done
so.

Tennessee must stick to the ant!
cuated and cumbersome svstern until
,i.e cau change her constitution. As
result we have about twice as man
jjjges and clerks as are really neces-
sary The people pay heavily in the

and lue individual judges axo
--poorly ril.

Tbe nun.oer of regular Juigei on the
;iy roll ia Tenntkec i'.U tbe aujur.U


